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FELINE IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS:
BEING POSITIVE for FIV POSITIVE CATS
by Doreen Stocks

Feline Immunodeficiency virus or FIV as it is commonly
referred to is caused by a retrovirus specific to felines. It can
take months to years for the infection to develop after the
initial contact with another cat who carries the virus.
It poses no risk to humans or other animal species so
you can safely kiss and cuddle your FIV positive cat.
RCHS has a policy to test all cats that come to our
society. The main concern is that FIV positive cats be
identified in order that health issues can be anticipated and
treated appropriately.
The presence of the virus can cause suppression
of the immune system and bite wounds and infections
can be more difficult to treat and take longer to heal.
FIV positive cats are also more susceptible to contagious
viral diseases and should be vaccinated at regular
intervals. They are also prone to teeth and gum
disease so a nutritious diet and regular
veterinary checkups will help FIV positive
cats to remain healthy. Raw meat and eggs
and unpasteurized milk should be
avoided due to the risk of food borne
bacteria and parasites.
FIV is most commonly
diagnosed in middle age or older unneutered male cats and the main
mode of transmission of the virus
among cats is from deep bite
wounds during fights when the
saliva of an FIV positive cat enters
the bloodstream of another cat.
Infected Queens can pass the FIV
virus to their kittens either in the womb or from nursing.
Sharing food, water and litter, mutual grooming and "hissy
fit" fights have not been shown to be significant means of
infection.
Feline immunodeficiency virus is diagnosed by your
veterinarian by a blood test performed during an office visit.

Further tests can be performed to confirm a positive result. If
you have tested your cat due to serious unexplained health
issues or declining health and failure to respond to treatment
a positive test may sadly indicate a palliative course of
therapy. There has been a vaccine for FIV available for a
number of years and if a cat has received the vaccine he will
test positive so veterinarians need to be aware of this
possibility especially in neutered cats.
Kittens born to a FIV positive mother may
initially test positive due to the presence of
maternal antibodies so must be retested at six
months of age before a positive diagnoses can
be confirmed but a negative test in the kittens
means no FIV infection is present.
It is not known for sure where and when the
FIV virus started. It was first discovered in sick
cats at a U.S. rescue facility in the 1980's but
analysis of stored blood samples showed that
the virus had been present in the population
since at least the late 1960's. (In some game
reserves in Africa nearly all the lions are positive
for FIV but rarely exhibit any signs of disease.)
In 2010 The Canadian Veterinary Journal
published the results of a study of
1205 client owned cats from western
Canada that were tested for FIV
antibodies. 5.5% of the cats were FIV
antibody positive, were more likely
Scrapper
to be males, to have had bite wounds
and were older than FIV antibody
negative cats. The good news was
that the survival time of FIV positive cats was not significantly
different from age and gender matched negative cats.
Over a decade ago a woman who worked at BurnabyNew Westminster Animal Hospital began to take in FIV
positive cases and over the years shared her home with over
a dozen FIV positive cats, many of which lived out normal cat
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lives. Her one FIV negative cat remained negative for life
despite having lived with all the FIV positive cats!
Still most veterinarians are reluctant to recommend
that known FIV positive cats be introduced to a household
with FIV negative cats because it is hard to guarantee that
no serious fighting and biting will occur. FIV positivity does
include a risk to the cats future health plus increased
veterinary costs.
During our last 10 years we have had a number of
friendly otherwise healthy rescue cats, who have tested
positive for FIV antibodies and we have managed to place
them in single cat indoor homes or in some instance with
senior cats who would be at minimal risk of acquiring the
FIV retrovirus in the time
remaining in their
lives.
The first to find a
home was Barnum a
black and white gentle
introvert
from
Sapperton,
New
Westminster
who
was
Barnum
chosen by a young
woman in February
2004. She worked in a veterinary clinic and he got excellent
care and continues to thrive.
Next we had
Rupert an orange and
white homeless boy from
Rupert
Street
in
Vancouver who arrived
with a nasty abscess on
his face. He's lived as an
only cat in a home since
the spring of 2004 and
receives
regular
Rupert
veterinary check ups and
dental care.
Over the next few
years
GeorgiePorgie,
Scruffy, Scrapper (pictured
on front page), Mia and George all went to live with some
gentle senior cats in a sanctuary near Mission. Only one of
the younger ones Scrapper is still well while the older ones
ssuccumbed to cancer or complications of diabetes and kidney
disease.
In July
of 2009
we had a
feral mom
cat who
t e s t e d
positive for
Renny Lenny & Jenny
FIV and at
ten weeks of
age all three

of her calico daughters tested positive for FIV. The kittens
went to a foster home and were retested at 4 months at which
time Jenny tested negative and was adopted but the other
two tested positive and remained positive when rechecked
at six months of age so Renny and Lenny were adopted to
indoor homes with the provision
that RCHS would retain
responsibility for future
veterinarian care that may result
from their FIV positive status.
Next came Chester in March
2010. This handsome and social
three year old grey tabby came
from the Queensborough area
Chester
and bore scars of some recent
cat fights but he managed to
charm a couple who have given
him a loving foster home and other than
regular dental work, has remained in good health.
Our most recent FIV
positive guy is a handsome
three year old named Harry
(after Harry Potter) and he
came from just over the
Burnaby border and got
nabbed in a feral cat
trapping operation. He's
already found himself an
indoor home and has
Harry
settled down.
The one thing the
majority of the FIV positive cats
have in common is that they were abandoned by humans,
were un-neutered and had been in serious cat fights and the
sad thing is that just a simple trip to the veterinarian and a
little operation could have kept them from acquiring the FIV
infection!
Like so many things in life, it's the unknown that scares
us so it is our hope that by telling you about feline
immunodeficiency virus in cats and our experiences at RCHS
with FIV positive cats we have known you will not be afraid
to consider taking on a FIV positive cat to foster or to adopt.

Please...Don’t Litter!
They look cute now, but there are not
enough good homes for all the kittens
and puppies born each year.
Please contact us about our
low cost spay/neuter program
604-524-6447

Visit our NEW website at

www.rchs.bc.ca

MAKE MOVING EASIER FOR YOU AND YOUR CAT
Cats,
like
humans, are creatures
of
habit.
Once
comfortable in their
surroundings, they are
unnerved by change.
And trading a familiar
home for an unfamiliar
one
can
cause
fearfulness and stress,
unless
you,
the
conscientious cat guardian, plan
ahead with all the precision of a
successful military campaign. Logically,
then, moving from one place to another
should consist of three stages: preparing for the
move; moving day itself; and settling into your new
home.

by Nomi Berger

PREPARING FOR THE MOVE
Purchase a large, comfortable carrier and give your
cat sufficient time to adjust to being in it. Leave it on the floor
with the door open and some treats inside. Keep replacing
the treats after your cat has retrieved them. Set out your
cardboard, moving boxes a few days before you actually begin
to pack so that your cat can get used to the sight and scent of
them.
Maintain your cat’s regular routine for feeding, play
and exercise, and quality together time. If your cat becomes
anxious as you start packing, place him/her in a quiet room
with some toys and treats and keep the door closed. On the
other hand, if your cat is an especially nervous cat, boarding
him/her in a professional kennel the day before and after the
move may be the best solution -- for all of you.
Make certain that your cat’s identification tags carry
your new address and phone number. But the best precaution
-- and the wisest investment you can make -- is an updated
microchip implant.

narrow spaces where a cat might get stuck;
ensure all windows and screens are
secure; install child-proof latches on
your cabinets – particularly those
containing cleaning supplies;
cover unused electrical outlets
with special plastic caps, and keep
all toilet seats down. Spritz various
objects with a pheromone spray or
spread your cat’s own scent
(gathered from his/her face and
neck) with a soft cloth along the
walls, doors and furniture. Begin
gradually walking your cat through the
rest of the place, constantly praising and
reassuring him/her as you make the rounds.
Over and over again. Restore your cat’s former
feeding, playing and exercise schedule so that, hopefully,
it will seem that nothing has changed much at all.
Cats may be creatures of habit, but they are also highly
adaptable. And so, whether familiar or unfamiliar, old or new,
for them, there is still no place like home!

FACT: Just one female cat and her kittens can lead
to the births of 370,000 cats in seven years, and
one female dog and her puppies can result in the
births of 67,000 dogs in six years.

MOVING DAY ITSELF
Even before the movers arrive, tuck your cat safely
away from the centre of the storm by closing him/her in a
bathroom, together with food, water, a bed and a litter box.
Put a sign on the door stating that it must remain shut. Your
cat should always travel with you, secure in the cat carrier,
and not in the moving van.
SETTLING INTO YOUR NEW HOME
Put your cat in a room that will remain relatively quiet.
Before opening the carrier, lay out your cat’s food and water
dishes, litter box and bed, and place some treats around the
room. Keep your cat in this one “safe” room for a few days,
spending time together, soothing and cuddling, and sharing
some low-key activities like reading, listening to music or
watching TV. Cat-proof your new home as soon as possible:
tuck drapery, blinds and electrical cords out of reach; plug up

The only solution to the overpopulation crisis:
preventing more dog and cat births.
Spread the word about the importance of spay and
neutering to everyone you know!

Thank you to our SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS & DONORS
Verna Richards
Bryon Fleming, Grizzly Construction
Pat Scott
Susan Fry
Alpine Animal Hospital
Anna Lin
Orrie Babiuk
Central City Animal Hospital
Malcolm Redbird
Carol Chow
Royal City Record for Pet Page
Bloc Printing - Petrina Bosiak
Tung Tseng
Greens & Beans Deli
Linda Walton
Eric Sahrmann
Team Telus Cares - Pearl Young
Stephen Robert Hogarth
Eluned Heyman
City of New West for the Community Grant
William Radford
Ingrid Hedin
Royal Bank Charitable Giving - Fran Jull
Benson Ziviski
Benevity
Social Ventures
Cheryl Rogers
Lucille Funaro
Elaine Gunn
VanPet
Book Sale
Jeanette Blanchard
Leslie Rodgers
Committee UBC
John Waldron
Carolyn & Andrew Arnold
O. C. Tanner
Provincial
Employees
Comunity Services Fund
Ka & Jenny Lo
Doreen Lott
Noelene Rogers
Rita Butterfield
Mike Wilson
Jennifer Walsh
J. Hamill
Margaret Jackson
BC Land Title & Survey Dept.
Laura Bartlett
Linda Fox
Meryl Chambers
Donna Shields
Barb Mansell
Peter MacMartin
C. Smithers
Laura Worrall
Michelle Thibault
Kathryn Wellington
United Way of Lower Mainland
Lita Patrick
Miles P. Y. Steininger
Gail & Richard Beau
Linda
Wilson
Kathleen Jackson
James Leslie
Carolyn McKay
Lesley Wood
Lyn Drake
Hydrecs
Janet Kanehara
Jinkyung Seo
Sonya Nott

IN HONOUR
IN MEMORY
Melody & Larry Dingley - in memory of Puddin
Doreen Stocks - in memory of
Zoe Blitterswyk, Don McKay & Beth Mitchell
Doreen Stocks - in memory of
Punk, Jasmine, Ricky & Persephone
Jan & Chris Carroll - in memory of Grinch
Daphne Schoennagel - in memory of Oreo
Joanne C. Lomas - in memory of
Jackie Wagner & Muffin
Pat Titos - in memory of Don McKay
Judith Werts - in memory of
Henderson & Petunia
RCHS in memory of Elizabeth Mitchell

Carol Meister - in honour of Meisha
Mel & Darlene Austin - in honour of Tag & China
Lola Schwarz - in honour of Chia
Edda Davis - in honour of Mila
Evelyn Hogan - in honour of “Scotty” (Salter)
Liesel Hayman - in honour of Rango
Arlene Harley - in honour of Bentley
Alan & Irene Morgan - in honour of Chester
A. M. Meech - in honour of “Oscar” (Bugsy)
Zelda Smith - in honour of Bandit & Spike
David Sunley -in honour of Buddy
London Drugs - on behalf of Nancy McMahon
Cheryl & John Heady - in honour of Warren
Stephen & Gloria Nemecsek - in honour of Rosa
Elizabeth Cheung - in honour of Daniel’s birthday
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Royal City Humane Society
Mailing Address: Box 0102, 667 Columbia Street, New Westminster B.C. V3M 1A8

604 524-6447

www.rchs.bc.ca

Yes! I would like to make a donation to the RCHS to help animals in need.
One-Time Donation
$25

$35

$200

Other $

$50

Monthly Donation

First Name:

$75

Last Name:

$100

Cheque Enclosed
Sponsor a Spay/Neuter please accept my $50.00
Please Issue Receipt

Street Address:
City:
Prov:
Tel: (

Donations may be made on our Website www.rchs.bc.ca by using PayPal
or you can donate through UNITED WAY
WAY. Royal City Humane Society.
Registered Charity # 89683-2532-RR0001

Postal Code:
)

Cell: (

)

E-Mail:

The Royal City Humane Society is a registered, no kill animal charity based in New Westminster, BC. As the only charity animal shelter in New Westminster, RCHS campaigns against
pet overpopulation and cares for stray, injured and abandoned animals by testing them for disease, sterilizing and tattooing and finding them new homes. RCHS is 100% volunteer
run. Funding is obtained through various fund raising activities, memberships and donations, and all funds are spent on the welfare of the animals.

