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    It’s better to give
than to receive but
when the gift is unex-
pected, everyone
smiles.  And that’s ex-
actly what happened
because of Daniel’s
sixth birthday party...
     Born Christmas
day, Daniel gets del-
uged with gifts every
25th of December, so
his mom Elizabeth
thought it would be
nice if he could share
that somehow, turn re-
ceiving into giving.
Daniel agreed.  So this
year (last year too) his
party guests were asked to bring donations for the Royal
City Humane Society instead of gifts.  (Psst!  Don’t worry...
he still got birthday presents from his parents!!)
     Daniel’s family first discovered RCHS when Elizabeth
found a pregnant feral cat hanging around their yard.
RCHS took the cat into care, the kittens were adopted out

The Gift of Giving

when they were big
enough, and the
mom cat was spayed
before being allowed
to return to her feral
life.
    Last November
Elizabeth called
RCHS again because
she’d found a
friendly stray
putting the moves
on the feral’s food
bowl.  Christened
Robert, this lovely
cat joined the rest of
the feline crew at the
Shelter and has al-
ready been adopted.

     But wait – Daniel’s story isn’t done yet...
     After the party, his parents brought him down to the
Shelter for a visit.  He got to see Robert again and to
present RCHS Director/Shelter Coordinator Doreen
Stocks with his birthday party proceeds, a cool $115.   A
big paws up to Daniel (and Elizabeth, too) from The Cats!

The cost of rehabilitating stray and abandoned  cats has gone up as dramatically as everything
else, so every single donation is precious.  But even donations that aren’t monetary can make a
difference.  Cat climbing posts, cat-friendly cleaning products... that sack of food Fluffy isn’t too
keen on anymore... a flat of canned cat food that’s on sale. Anything the cats can use that we
don’t have to buy allows donation dollars to stretch much further.

AND ABOVE ALL... PLEASE SPAY OR NEUTER YOUR PETS!!!



     This issue’s spotlight goes
to Janet Dixon, a woman with
a most delightful accent, hail-
ing as she does from Man-
chester, England.  A Burnaby
resident, Janet formerly vol-
unteered for the SPCA and is
practically a charter member
of the Royal City Humane So-
ciety.  She’s been a Shelter vol-
unteer 2001.
     Janet works full-time doing
customer service for a secu-
rity firm, so she’s busy, but

still finds time to put in a shift at the Shelter every other
Wednesday evening.  Having volunteered for so many
years she maintains that she’s shepherded hundreds of
cats through the shelter but balks at the idea of thou-
sands.  “Too many,” she says with a hearty laugh.
      During those years one in particular stood out: a black
and white cat called Wolverine. Nicknamed Wolfy, he was
very very timid, not feral, but Janet loved him in a special
way and was drawn to him because of his gentleness.
Happily Wolfy got fostered out and Janet thinks maybe
another volunteer adopted him.
     Since none of our Shelter cats are caged, the first thing
Janet does when she comes onto her shift is to count
cats, a fun time she says that can also be very stressful
when they move around a lot… or hide.  On her last shift
the count was twenty, which is pretty near the limit
though we often must make room for ‘just one more.’
     One week after the twenty-count, the number was re-
duced to twelve as many cats were adopted.  Adoptions
are happy but bittersweet events at the Shelter.  You may
not get to spend much time with all the cats, but usually
one finds its way into your heart and you’re happy that
they have a regular home yet sad to see them no more.
     Janet is herself the proud owner of two cats: Teddy, a
male, seven years old, and Casey a female, five years old.
Teddy was rescued from the Burnaby SPCA, and she “just
sort of acquired Casey.”  A story not unfamiliar to cat
fans everywhere who are found, targeted, and made to
serve by these sometimes imperious creatures.  Before
Teddy and Casey, Janet had two other cats well into their
teens – when the last one died she went two whole weeks
without a cat.
     Kimo and Peppasen are Janet’s two current faves at
the Shelter, feline brothers who have become an insepa-
rable team.  Janet expresses her amazement that though
she’s seen hundreds of cats come through the Shelter,
each one is an individual.  Every one different, every one
special.
      Janet has a large sense of humour which must come
in handy at the Shelter.  For some, visiting the Shelter is
a painful experience – so many sweet faces longing for a
home…  But Janet is that rare combination of good hu-

Janet Dixon
 by Casper Egan

Brotherly Love

     These big soppy guys arrived at the Shelter with their
two other brothers (Leon and Zeaus) late last July.  At
two years of age, they possess plenty of kitten-like en-
ergy and enthusiasm.  They love chasing ribbon-type toys,
especially Peppasen.  And Kimo’s a demolitions expert in
toy mouse eradication.
    They’re both longish-haired and strikingly handsome.
Peppasen is luxurious black with white markings, while
Kimo is an exotic flame-point cream with orange.  Their
colouring may be different, but their elegant family re-
semblance is very strong.
    Peppasen and Kimo are loving cats, even if they are a
little on the timid side.  They’ve been slow to trust new
people, but each has gained confidence during their time
with us at the Shelter.  No one who’s met them could ever
deny their capacity for love: Kimo and Peppasen are de-
voted to one another.  If they could talk, the first thing
they’d say is, “We want to live together always.”
     Kimo and Peppasen are a little too shy for the big, bad
outdoor world, so they must be indoor-only cats.  They’d
prefer a quiet, adult home where they are the only pets.
Once they find a suitable place of their own, these two
will gradually (but very gratefully) include their new
human(s) in their small universe of loyalty and affection.
And oh what lucky humans theirs will be!
     Photos of our adoptable cats can be seen on the RCHS
website: www.rchs.bc.ca.
     You can arrange to met Kimo and Peppasen, or any of
the other Shelter cats, by leaving a message at (604) 524-
6447.
    Most Saturdays and Sundays, available kittens and se-
lected Shelter cats can be seen at Bosley’s Pet Food Plus
store at #435 - 329 North Rd, Coquitlam.  Some of our
cats are also at Petcetera’s Queensborough Landing store
805 Boyd St., New Westminster.

mour and affection who is able to care for the Shelter
cats regularly, like clock-work, never complaining, some-
times scheming to get a cat adopted.
     A great big THANK YOU JANET for all you do for the
RCHS Shelter cats!
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    Harold ar-
rived in our
household in
New West-
minster on a
sunny Satur-
day, Septem-
ber 28, 1991.
I’d seen the
photo of a
very appeal-
ing female ter-
rier in the
Royal City
Record earlier

that month, and was overcome with the need to have a
dog.  Finally, I found a match in the Delta SPCA – a young
male terripoo.  I was introduced to a canine who looked
more like a sheep and was larger than I expected.  How-
ever, he was so incredibly happy looking, even caged up.
I signed the adoption papers and took him home.  (After
more than 14 years, I know that this was the best deci-
sion of my life!)

     Harold made a much needed trip to the groomer and
came home transformed.  He was a total charmer and
unbelievably handsome!  (And more schnauzer than
terripoo.)  My son chose the name Harold for our pet, and
our family became a pack.
     Harold sized up our personalities and behaved accord-
ingly with each pack member.  My husband, the alpha
male, was fawned over.  My son was loved, but clearly
not of high rank.  Harold realized the importance of obe-
dience training:  he was kind but firm.  To his relief, I was
a quick study and got to know his requirements for the
good life in record time.
     Harold became a familiar figure in Queens Park, with a
jaunty, sailor-like swagger and definite opinion about the
routes he preferred.  He was our devoted sentinel, alerting
us to doorbells ringing on the TV, saving us from floating
vinyl alligators...
     We were lucky to have many happy years with our
beloved dog, who gave us more love than we would have
ever imagined.  Till we meet again...

You are always in our hearts, our Harold.
Lois Rightmyer, Murray and Tristan Johnson

In Memoriam: Harold (1989 - Dec. 31, 2005)

     A pussycat taught me a lesson in love. Ophelia was
her name.
     I fondly remember how, forty years ago, this sweet
black & white haired, pink-nosed, pink-eared cat, would
greet me when I came home from the day’s work.  Ophelia
was always very demonstrative in her quiet way.  My
heart would go out to her and I would think in amazement
how this other life form lived, so small, so restricted by
the confines of our two-bedroom house.  So limited in her
contacts with what I knew as “the world.”  She hardly
ever went outside and never alone.  She rarely saw anyone
but me or my wife, though we did entertain at home some,
so various people — some cat lovers, some not — came
through her limited horizon.  But she had a most pleasant
presence, quiet but dignified; a little reserved, she was
never effusive.
     Ophelia made a nice armful of cat.  I’d pick her up and
she would purr and drool a little sometimes in her self-
forgetfulness.  Such times were always pleasant.  Few
people, or cats for that matter, have problems with love.
It’s always great to give love, always great to receive.
     Then there were those times, those OTHER times, when
I would come home at the end of the workday and I’d see
Ophelia do her little dance around my feet, or especially
at these times, because she was so sensitive, she’d be

huddled up against a wall or on the sofa, away from me.
It really did seem to me that she could sense the change
in my mood.  I’ve talked about this many times — I know I
owe that cat more than I could ever repay — because at
THESE times I’d look at her and instead of this “other”
living and loving life-form, she looked like a complete and
total waste of my time.  So far was I from warm, loving
feelings, I was more or less disgusted with her.
     It was the way I felt — empty, loveless, separated.  And
over the years as these feelings of love and alienation
alternated, I made an awe-inspiring discovery.  Namely,
that love has seasons.  Seasons that are mirrored in the
seasons of the year and in the day and in the waxing and
waning of the moon, and in the ebb and flow of the seas,
its times and tides.  Love, as everyone knows, is wonderful.
But I found out that if I try to make it always and
invariably wonderful, it will stop, turn into something
static, something dead.  I must let it revolve like the
heavens, change places with itself... even let it become its
opposite, which isn’t hate but indifference.  Then and then
only can love return.
     Do I need to say that it did return?  Sweeter and more
lively than before.  And that sweet, lively return was
worth the price.  I learned this from a cat.  Ophelia was
her name.

A LESSON IN LOVE  - A reflection by Casper Egan



One-Time Donation $

Monthly Donation $

$25 $35 $50

$75 $100 $200

Other $

Please accept my annual membership fee

of $10.00

Cheque Enclosed

Sponsor a Spay/Neuter please accept my

$50.00 donation so I can sponsor sterilizing

a feral (wild) cat

I Do Not Require A Receipt
Donations may be made on our Website
www.rchs.bc.ca by using

Please complete the information below

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:

City:

Prov: Postal Code:

Tel: (         )

E-Mail:

Registered Charity # 89683-2532-RR0001

Yes! I would like to make a donation
to the RCHS to help animals in need.

The Royal City Humane So-
ciety is a registered, no-kill
animal charity based in New
Westminster, BC.  As the only
charity animal shelter in New
Westminster, RCHS cam-
paigns against pet over-
population and

cares for stray, injured and aban-
doned animals by testing them
for disease, sterilizing and tattoo-
ing and finding them new homes.
RCHS is 100% volunteer run.
Funding is obtained through vari-
ous fund raising activities, mem-
berships and donations, and all
funds are spent on the welfare
of  the animals.

Mailing Address:
Box 0102, 641 Columbia Street
New Westminster B.C. V3M 1A8
604 524-6447    www.rchs.bc.ca
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   Spring is just around the cor-
ner, a great time to clear out that
household clutter… and RCHS is
looking for stock for its annual
spring Garage Sale. That works
out nicely!

Shopping List
What follows is our shopping list, an itemizing of all those things

without which the Shelter would not be a proper Shelter.  Please have a
look here.  If YOU have access to any of these items at a reduced cost to the
average retail cost please let us know and you’ll receive a big warm, “Thank
You!” You could also consider donating any of these items instead of or in
addition to a cash donation, detergent both laundry and dish, kitty litter,
litter boxes, bleach, canned cat food, dry or hard cat food, scratching posts,
cat toys, cat carriers, garbage bags, blankets and towels for making kitty
beds, dish towels, hand towels, hand soap, cat beds.

Like all such facilities the Royal City Humane Society Animal Shel-
ter’s largest expense is for medicines and Vet bills.  Please think about mak-
ing a donation today.

There are never enough
homes for all the cats that come
to the Royal City Humane
Society for help - especially cats
over eight years of age, cats who
lack social graces, and cats with
chronic health problems. These
Cats usually become permanent
wards of the RCHS and require
lifetime foster care.

Then there are the cats who
need a temporary or short term

foster home - pregnant cats, moms with
kittens, kittens without moms, cats who
require medication or a special diet for
a specific period of time.

If you are interested in fostering
you can contact the Royal City
Humane Society 604 524-6447 or
Doreen 604-525-4930 for more
details and a brief interview to
determine what type of foster would
be most suitable for your home.

Foster Homes Needed

    We’re looking for kitchen items books,
small appliances, electronic gadgets –
anything that's still useful.  It’s a great
way to raise funds for our masters The
Cats, and keep usable goods out of our
landfills. Bring us your donatables by
May 4, 2006.

We Need Stuff!!!

Unlike us, cats
never outgrow their
delight in cat ca-
pacities, nor do
they settle finally
for limitations.
Cats, I think, live out
their lives fulfilling
their expectations.
   -Irving Townsend



     We watched in horror as Hurricane Katrina hurled her
fury at New Orleans last summer.  As if the immediate
destruction and loss of life weren’t enough, her aftermath
saw thousands of terrified Louisiana pets perish as res-
cue services steadfastly refused to evacuate them along
with their owners.  And many pet owners declined to
evacuate under those conditions.
       A month later, authorities dealing with Hurricane Rita
evacuations allowed what proved to be an orderly evacu-
ation of grateful owners with their pets.  Even so, there is
no guarantee that other authorities will follow suit in the
future.  It’s safest to assume that your pets will rely on
you to evacuate them to safety or be able to provide for
them at home.

Personal Response
     The best way to ensure your pets’ survival during a
major disaster is to ensure your own well-being.  Accord-
ing to New Westminster’s official website, in the event of
a major earthquake you must be prepared to be self-suffi-
cient for 3 to 14 days.  In an emergency, you will be ad-
vised how to respond – whether to evacuate the area or
wait things out at home.  Plan for either eventuality.
     In the event of a foreseeable disaster, if you must
evacuate, do it early.  The time to make your emergency
accommodation plans is long before disaster strikes.  Ar-
range to stay with friends or family outside your area, or
look up pet-friendly accommodation.  Make your plans
now – encourage others to do so as well.
       Have an Emergency Supplies kit on hand in case you
must remain in your home.  Your family should have one
and your pets need their own.  Even if you evacuate, you

may still have to provide for yourself by taking your Emer-
gency Supplies kits with you, so keep them practical: back-
packs make the best carry-alls for small essentials.
      Following an earthquake, check your home for dam-
age and other safety concerns – aftershocks can be very
strong, further damaging weakened structures.  Utilities
may be unavailable; water systems could be contaminated
and sewer lines might be damaged.  Shut off your incom-
ing water to isolate it from the outside system.  If your
home uses natural gas, be sure to check for leaks, or just
shut it off.
     Keep your pets calm and controlled.  This may mean
locking them up in a safe room or shed, away from unex-
pected dangers.  If your pet is overly excitable, talk to your
vet about keeping tranquillizers on hand for your pet emer-
gency kit.

Emergency Supplies Kit for Pets
 - Harnesses, leashes, and/or carriers to transport pets
safely and prevent escape.
 - Vaccination records, first aid kit and any necessary medi-
cations.
 - Food, clean water; bowls, can-opener.  (Be sure to rotate
food and water stocks so they will always be reasonably
fresh.)
 - For cats:  litter box and litter.  (Aluminum pans make
good, light-weight litterboxes.)
 - Cleaning supplies (paper towels, garbage bags) in case
you must clean up after your pet
 - Instructions about caring for your pets if you must board
them.  (Include vet’s name.)
 - Small pet beds and toys; brush, nailclippers
 - Photos of your pets so you can recover them from a
shelter if they
get lost.

     This has only
scratched the
surface of a very
important topic.
Please see page
4 for first aid kit
contents sugges-
tions and URLs
for other impor-
tant information
for your two and
four-footed fam-
ily.  Stay safe –
have a plan!!

Months after Hurricane Katrina, abandoned pets still
wander the streets.

New Orleans photos © Lisa Wahl, 2006

With rescue facilities filled to capacity, the
rest of the pets must be cared for in their
empty neighbourhoods.



Emergency Preparedness (New Westminster):
http://www.newwestcity.ca/cityhall/HR/emer-
gency/index.htm

Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness Pro-
gram (New Westminster):
http://www.newwestcity.ca/cityhall/HR/emer-
gency/emergency_preparedness.pdf

Provincial Emergency Program:
http://www.pep.bc.ca/
http://www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_preparedness/
Personal_Safety.html

Services Provided by Emergency Social Serv-
ices:
http://www.mhr.gov.bc.ca/ess/about.htm#what
http://www.mhr.gov.bc.ca/ess/prepared.htm

Local Emergency Response

     In the Lower Mainland, the biggest potential disaster risk is earthquake. There are two organizations respon-
sible for helping us all cope with extraordinary situations:  the Provincial Emergency Program (PEP) and
the Emergency Social Services (ESS).  Their websites contain a wealth of information on different types of
emergencies.
     In the case of a storm in which some advance warning is expected, the PEP’s website will provide you with
timely information, but in the midst of an actual emergency, you may be unable to refer to the website.  During
a disaster, emergency broadcasts may be your only link to vital information.  For “Community Help New
Westminster” (CHNW) tune your radio to 88.7 FM.
     The ESS has its own division of volunteers trained in emergency pet services. ESS is designed to be of help
in the early hours of a disaster.

Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness Pro-
gram:
http://www.jibc.bc.ca/emergency/programs/
EM_NEPP/default.htm

Earthquakes Canada:
http://www.seismo.nrcan.gc.ca/index_e.php

Disinfecting Drinking Water:
http://www.bchealthguide.org/healthfi les/
hfile49b.pdf

Water Supplies During Emergency Situations:
http://www.nwhu.on.ca/water_supplies.htm

Pet First Aid Kit:
http://www.afn.org/~afn26752/firstaidkit.html

BCSPCA’s Disaster Planning for Pets:
http://spca.bc.ca/animalissues/emergency.asp

Pet First Aid Kit
In a water-resistant container, pack:
    - blunt-tipped scissors
    - tweezers
    - eye dropper
    - antibacterial soap
    - antibiotic cream
    - antiseptic spray
    - sterile saline (contact lens solution)
    - hydrogen peroxide
    - antihistamines
    - cotton swabs
    - cotton batting, gauze bandages and pads
    - adhesive tape
    - alcohol swabs
Many of these items will duplicate those in your
personal first aid kit, but having two first aid
kits handy can’t be bad.

The White Pages of your Telephone directory contains instructions for what to do in emergencies such as
Earthquakes.  Here are some URLs – be sure to check your own city’s website as procedures may be different.

More important than food is a supply of water.
Recommendations per person are 2 gallons
daily, though this includes personal hygiene,
etc.  You may need to boil your water.  Liquid
bleach can be used to purify water, 2 drops of
bleach per quart of water.  Mix well and let
stand 30 minutes.  Use twice as much bleach
for cloudy water.

Water consumption per day:
Cat                  1-1/2cups (~350mL)
Small dog       3 cups (~800mL)
Medium dog    7 cups (~1.8L)
Large dog        10 cups (~2.5L)
(Please note these requirements meet actual
needs; they do not include water for washing
bowls or other clean-ups.  Also, elderly pets
may consume more water than young ones.)

Water


